Message

From: Wahlstrom-Ramler, Meghan [Wahlstrom-Ramler.Meghan@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/10/2019 8:04:06 PM

To: Tyler, Kip [Tyler.Kip@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: fyi-fish farm article

Meghan Wahlstrom | Environmental Engineer | Permitting & Grants Branch | Water Division
Special Emphasis Program Manager for the Federal Women’s Employment Program (FWP)
Region 4 | Atlanta Federal Center | 61 Forsyth Street SW | Atlanta, GA 30303-8960

(404) 562-9672 | Wahlstrom-ramier.meghan@epa.gov

From: Blackburn, Steven <Blackburn.Steven@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, October 1, 2019 7:56 AM

To: Ferry, Rol <Ferry.Roland@epa.gov>; Wahlstrom-Ramler, Meghan <Wahlstrom-Ramler.Meghan@epa.gov>; Ellington,
Natalie <Ellington.Natalie@epa.gov>

Subject: fyi-fish farm article

https://wustfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/nations-first-deepwater-fish-farm-proposed-gulf-sarasota

By STEVE NEWBRORN - SEP 37 2018
Share’

ED_005008_00028916-00001



Offshore aguaculfure uses fish cages similar to these inshore cages, except they are submerged
and moved offshore into deeper waler.

What could become the nation's first fish farm in federal offshore waters has been
proposed for 45 miles off Sarasota in the Gulf of Mexico. And it is rousing the ire of some
fishermen and environmentalists.

The pens would be home 1o 20,000 Almaco Jack fish, which are similar to amberjack, a
popular food and sports fish. it would be g pilot project for Kampachi Fanms, based on
Hawail's Big Island.

Marianne Cufone of Marathon is executive director of the Reciroulating Farms
Coaition. The non-profit group was formed o oppose offshore aquaculiure. She noted
offshore farms in Washington State were closed after more than 300,000 salmon
escaped from pens. Some had an exotic virus that infected wild fish stocks.
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"The pens are flow-through, meaning anything that gels added to the fish - for example
antibiotics, or fish waste, is all going into our natural walers,” she said. "And doing soin a
concentrated location.”

The coalition's website stales: "Open ocean fish farms have large, floating cages that
cram thousands of fish into massive net pens. The farmed fish and cages are often
treated with antibiotics and other chemicals that can flow into the ocean. Those
chemicals, as well as escaped fish, can disrupt wild ecosystems.”

Hallie Templeton, Senior Oceans Campaigner for Friends of the Farth, said "The EPA s
failing coastal communities everywhere by allowing this project to move forward in the
Gulf. This fish farm will not only hurt Sarasota’s local economy and communities, it will
impact the entire Gulf ecosystem and harm native fish throughout the region.”

The company proposing the project says it would be far enough into the Gulf to dilute any
byproducts. They say offshore aquaculture is one way o increase the nation's supply of
seafood.

The fish would be halched from eggs in tanks on shore and transferred fo the open ocean
pen as fingerlings. The company's founder has said farms that are far offshore, in strong
currents, don’t create pollution problems like fish farms in shallow waters closer to shore.

“‘America needs o begin accepting responsibility for producing our own seafood,” said
Neil Anthony Sims In an interview with UPL “I's an economic problem and a moral
problem. We are essentially eating other people’s lunch, and they won't let us do that
much longer as nations like China and India get wealthier.”

The federal EPA s aking public comment on the proposal through Sunday, Sept. 29.

Steven Blackburn

USEPA Region 4

Oceans, Wetlands and Stream Protection Branch
61 Forsyth St. SW, Atlanta, GA 30303
404-562-9397

Blackburn.steveni@ena.soyv
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